Press Release

Praj and IISER Pune join hands to scale up nation’s biggest science quiz-Mimamsa
Pune, November 12, 2019
Praj Industries and IISER Pune have signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the
objective to scale up Mimamsa, a nation-wide inter-college science competition held
annually. As per the MOU, to begin with, Praj will lend technical as well as financial assistance
to Mimamsa for three editions. Mimamsa 2020 will be the first of the revamped contest.
Over the past decade, Mimamsa has gained recognition as the country’s most acclaimed
science competition that is based on the concepts of science and their interdependence.
Mimamsa is a two-tiered event -- Prelims and Mains -- where teams across India compete
under scientific and critical ways of thinking with zero emphasis on memorization. The quiz
questions are designed to stimulate debate within the teams and encourage discussion with
judges, rather than simply arriving at an answer.
Previous winners have been IISc Bengaluru, IIT Mumbai, BITS Hyderabad and Institute of
Bioinformatics and Biotechnology, Pune.
At the MOU signing, Prof. Jayant Udgaonkar, Director- IISER Pune, said, “I am happy that a
progressive company like Praj has chosen to associate itself with and promote Mimamsa.
Mimamsa is a tough unique competition and the support of Praj will only lead to a further
improvement in its high quality.”
Speaking at the event, Pramod Chaudhari, Executive Chairman - Praj Industries, said that
collaboration between industry and academia benefits institutes, quality of research and
business in several ways. “We are pleased to collaborate with IISER in this novel project that
fosters investigation, deliberation and critical thinking in the fundamental sciences among the
future academics and industrial researchers. India’s vast talent in science and technology has
the potential to spur innovation and drive socio-economic change in the country. We believe
Mimasa is the ideal platform for budding undergraduate science enthusiasts to showcase
their talent”, he said.
As an event with no registration fee and prize money of INR two lakhs, Mimamsa 2020 is
expected to elicit participation from over 1,700 institutions across 22 cities. This will mean
over 13,000 participants since inception. The preliminary round will be held on January 18,
2020 and the grand finale will take place at IISER’s Pune campus between March 21-22nd
2020.
Students can register at http://mimamsa.iiserpune.ac.in/

Mr. Pramod Chaudhari and Prof. Jayant Udgaonkar at the signing of the MOU at IISER, Pune.

About Praj Industries Ltd:
Praj is a global process solutions company driven by innovation and integration capabilities,
offers solutions to add significant value to bio-energy facilities, Compressed biogas plants,
critical process equipment & skids, brewery plants, Industrial wastewater treatment systems
and HiPurity water systems. Over the past three decades, Praj has focused on environment,
energy and agri process led applications. Praj has been a trusted partner for process
engineering, plant and critical equipment and systems with over 750 references across 75
countries. Solutions offered by Praj are backed by its state-of-the-art R&D Centre called Praj
Matrix. Led by an accomplished and caring leadership, Praj is a socially responsible corporate
citizen. Praj is listed on the Bombay and National Stock Exchanges of India.
About IISER Pune:
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Pune is a teaching and research
institute set up in 2006 by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt of India, with
the primary goal of integrating high quality research with undergraduate teaching to improve
science education in India and to enhance the number and quality of future researchers of
the country. The institute offers a 5-year BS MS dual degree programme, Integrated PhD
Programmes for bachelor level students, and PhD programmes for Master’s level students in
various disciplines of science and mathematics. Ranked 23 in the 2019 National Institutional
Ranking Framework (NIRF), IISER Pune is among the top research and teaching organizations
in India.
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